




 

 

 

 

Victim Statement 
United States v. Hridindu Sankar Roychowdhury, 3:32-cr-00031 (W.D. Wis.) 

 
My name is Christine M. File. I am the president of Wisconsin Family Action and 
Wisconsin Family Council (WFA/WFC) since February 2024. The violence perpetrated 
against these organizations and their employees is deplorable and has had far-reaching 
effects. I plead with the court to issue a stern sentence for justice and for deterrence.  
 
Mr. Roychowdhury, the defendant, wanted to send a message. The way he chose to 
send his message was to firebomb the office of people promoting a message he did not 
agree with and to spray paint “If abortions aren’t safe, then you aren’t either”. It was a 
threat that the defendant acted upon. WFC and WFA weren’t safe. Its employees 
weren’t safe. He actively continued to stalk employees online after the firebombing and 
before his capture. 
 
Indeed, he sent his message. Julaine, president of WFA/WFC during the time of the 
bombing in 2022, has spoken of how this violent, targeted crime has impacted 
Wisconsin Family Council and Wisconsin Family Action, financially and operationally. 
She also recounts how it had a deep and personal influence on each person working for 
WFA/WFC at the time. This incident will influence this organization for the rest of its 
existence. It has and will impact WFC’s future camp-attendees, future board members, 
future employees, and all their family members. It has affected each of these already. 
Truly, it had an impact on other state family policy councils around the country as well. 
This experience is literally seared into the fabric of the company and its people. 
 
It impacts me today. Security and the real-life threat to my life was discussed during my 
hiring process—this is years later! And as a public figure—the face of the organization—
and a woman, this threat has reverberations into my private life. I must weigh how this 
may affect not only myself but my husband and children. All because I—and others—
work for an organization that peaceably exercises its right to free speech and free 
expression. This is a big deal. The bombing’s negative impact to the professional and 
personal lives of many individuals and families cannot be overstated. And this violent, 
coordinated, pre-meditated threat cannot be allowed to inflict further harm on WFC, 
WFA, our employees, or our community.  
 
Furthermore, this crime has far-reaching, terrible, and tangible reverberations to our 
greater civil society. This was a violent attack on free speech. This was an intentional 
attack on the free expression of one’s religion. This was a calculated attack on the 
choice of people’s chosen vocation. Fundamentally, it was an attack on principles at the 
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heart and soul of our civil society. This attack targeted beloved freedoms enjoyed by all. 
The expansiveness of the damage of the attack to our civil and diverse society also 
cannot be overstated. An attack on these freedoms in an attempt to silence their 
exercise by some is an attack on these freedoms for all.  
 
This court now has the opportunity to respond to the defendant’s violent message. And I 
urge it be a strongly deterrent one.  
 
This court, as a minister of justice for the people of Wisconsin, should reply to Mr. 
Roychowdhury and all who would seek to follow in his footsteps that it will not tolerate 
this type of “cancelling”—that those who violently infringe others peaceful expression of 
their freedoms, that those who damage other’s property, that those who threaten life will 
be prosecuted under and sentenced to the fullest extent of the law. Although each 
person has the ability to civilly disagree with his neighbor, no one has the right to 
perpetuate violence on his neighbor. No one. This is violence. Wisconsin will have none 
of it—not now, not ever. This is an opportunity for Wisconsin to set a precedent 
deterring this type of violent criminal behavior in the future and to be an example in 
defending these fundamental rights for all. Government is instituted to secure the rights 
of the governed, and in Wisconsin, lawless violence targeted against those with whom 
one disagrees—especially for fervently held religious beliefs—will be met with the full 
force of the lawful penalty enacted by the legislature. Wisconsinites should know they 
are safe in the peaceful exercise of their rights of free speech, free expression, and the 
freedom to choose their vocation.  
 
I do not seek revenge. I do seek justice. Although accepting a plea deal is a mitigating 
circumstance, I’d urge this court to consider the many aggravating facts and 
circumstances of this case and sentence the defendant to 17+ years for the intentional 
threatened and actual damage to life, property, and liberty he’s inflicted on the 
community.  
 
In addition to any prison time, the defendant should make every party negatively 
affected by his actions whole. He should pay costs incurred as a result of rectifying the 
damage to the property, whether to the insurance, landlord, or otherwise. He should 
also pay for extra expenses incurred as a result of the crime, i.e., extra security 
measures implemented or continuing by WFC (like a security guard at our youth camp 
every summer) or the building, mental health or other counseling for staff, etc.    
 
I would also request ankle monitoring after he gets out of prison and a restraining order 
that he stay away from any WFC or WFA office or events, personnel or past personnel, 
board members or past board members, or family members of any of the proceeding 
people for a reasonable period, possibly indefinitely, after release from prison. 
Furthermore, he should not be allowed to use tools to stalk WFC, WFA, employees, 
contractors, board members, or anyone else associated with the companies or their 
family members. He should not be allowed any materials or weapons that could inflict 
similar harm on others once released. 
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