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Wisconsin Taxpayers, Especially Beloit Area Residents, Are Biggest Losers  
 Governor Evers Approves Shiny New Beloit Casino Deal 

MADISON –Earlier this week, Governor Evers stamped his approval on what will be the first off-reservation 
casino in Wisconsin. It is now just a formality before the deal is sealed. Wisconsin already has 25 casinos 
statewide leaving no one with more than a two-hour drive and leaving the state with an oversaturated casino 
market.  These existing casinos are in rural areas and not nestled in the middle of a city like this new one will 
be. 

Citizens Against Expanded Gambling and Wisconsin Family Action have together over the past year sounded 
the alarm to Wisconsin citizens across the state about the dangers of this casino, resulting in thousands of 
handwritten letters, emails, phone calls, and petition signers urging the Governor to say no to the Beloit 
casino. 

“An urban casino has a much different economic footprint than a rural casino,” said Lorri Pickens, Executive 
Director of Citizens Against Expanded Gambling. “Governor Evers calls it ‘economic development.’ However, 
gambling is a zero-sum game and creates no new wealth; so, every dollar spent in the casino has a zero-
multiplying effect in the local economy. The only winners are the casino and the government from the tax 
revenue it receives from the casino agreement. Bluntly, for the government to win, its citizens must lose.” 

“What many people don’t realize is, this deal requires the 32 acres be placed into a fee-to-trust which means 
it becomes sovereign land (with another 40 adjacent acres that the Ho Chunk Nation owns that will likely 
become part of the fee-to-trust down the road). This means that the local community loses control and 
oversight over 72 acres in the heart of the city, not to mention the loss of potential tax revenue,” said 
Pickens.  

The casino industry business model is built on people playing to extinction.  “These casinos prey upon our 
most vulnerable citizens, the elderly and those who can least afford it–selling hope for a dollar,” said Julaine 
Appling, president of Wisconsin Family Action. “Gambling doesn’t just create a gambling addiction; it’s really 
a health crisis. As we make our way through the COVID 19 pandemic, so many people are struggling 
economically, emotionally, and physically.  Gambling exacerbates all of those struggles; and it hurts families, 
Wisconsin’s greatest natural resource.” 

Wisconsin ranks #37 among states spending the most on gambling.  In 2019, Wisconsin collected $254.6M in 
tax revenue from gambling. It’s no wonder the State is so eager to partner up with the gambling industry.   

Wisconsin citizens deserve better. 
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