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Wisconsin Family Action Responds to Yesterday’s Hearing 
on Bill Banning Sale, Use of Body Parts of Aborted Babies 

 
Madison, WI –Yesterday, Julaine Appling, President of Wisconsin Family Action (WFA), testified before the 
Assembly Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety in support of Assembly Bill 305, the Aborted Fetal 
Body Parts bill. Appling released the following statement after testifying:  
 
“I was heartened by the number of people who came to Madison to testify in favor of AB 305 yesterday, 
including a bioethicist and a former Planned Parenthood employee. And I want to thank Chairman Kleefisch for 
holding the hearing. He and Rep. André Jacque deserve great credit for authoring this important bill.  
 
“We all recognize what this bill is about: ensuring our state does not allow the commodifying of aborted fetal 
body parts. Evidence in the recent videos released by the Center for Medical Progress, compounded by the 
admission of Dr. Robert Golden, Dean of the UW Madison School of Medicine and Public Health, that some UW 
scientists currently use aborted fetal body tissue, underscore the need for this bill. What we heard yesterday in the 
public hearing on AB 305 illustrates how scientific advances in the bio-medical industry in our state have 
outstripped the ethical framework that is necessary to support that scientific work. We are moving retroactively 
with this bill to protect the human dignity of babies who have become part of a commodities market for preborn 
human parts.  
 
“I heard much condemnation from opponents of AB 305 of what they called ‘profiteering’ in this human 
commodities market for scientific research and experimentation. But what do we mean by ‘profiteering?’ 
Everything I heard yesterday underscored how much money is the driving force behind opposition to AB 305. 
Repeatedly, opponents of the bill stressed how many dollars would be hypothetically put at risk in what Dr. 
Golden called ‘potentially’ life-saving research conducted in Wisconsin that ‘relies on fetal material.’ Scientific 
research that relies so heavily on the unregulated harvesting of aborted babies is on shaky moral ground at best. 
Further, forthcoming amendments to the bill will protect the vast majority of the research mentioned in the 
hearing because that research does not rely on the current harvesting of aborted babies.   
 
“WFA has actively and aggressively supported this bill every time it has been introduced in the legislature, and 
we are excited to now see this bill through to enactment. We encourage legislative leadership and Governor 
Walker to move AB 305 forward with a vote and a signature in this fall’s legislative session.”  
 
To read Julaine’s testimony from yesterday, click here. 

### 
 

Wisconsin Family Action is a statewide, not-for-profit organization actively strengthening, preserving and promoting marriage, family, life and 
liberty in Wisconsin. 
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